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W hile most other effect makers have been content 
to crank out variations on the same old things, Electro-
Harmonix has never shied from developing insanely original 
and innovative effects. E-H’s recent Ring Thing and POG 2 

pedals completely rewrote the book on ring modulator and octave effects, 
respectively, but the company’s new Ravish Sitar introduces a whole new 
category of effect—sitar emulator. 

the inner Delight
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lot like the real thing as well as produce 
entirely new textures that share many of 
the sitar’s characteristic quirks, making it 
much more than an effect—more like a new 
hybrid string/electronic instrument. 

FEATURES Electro-Harmonix is 
keeping the technology behind the Ravish 
Sitar a secret, but it seems to involve 
a combination of pitch-shifting and 
modulation technology. The processor 
tracks what you’re playing polyphonically, 
analyzes and processes the guitar’s signal, 
and produces droning overtones that shift 
up and down along with the melody and 
can be custom tuned to major, minor or 
exotic scales, or even transposed. 

Despite producing such complex and 
unusual effects, the pedal is very easy to 
use thanks to its straightforward controls, 
which consist of three level knobs (dry, 
lead and sympathetic), two timbre knobs 
(lead and sympathetic), and a mode/
preset switch. The pedal also includes a 
standard bypass footswitch and a preset 
footswitch that can engage custom 

tunings or freeze the sympathetic-string effect 
to produce a continuous drone. Jacks include 
a mono input, main output (a blend of the dry, 
lead and sympathetic signals, or just the dry 
and lead signals if the sympathetic output is 
used), sympathetic output (sympathetic-strings 
effect only) and two expression pedal inputs for 
controlling pitch bend and the volume of the 
sympathetic strings.

The pedal saves 10 fully programmable presets 
that memorize the setting of each control knob 
as well as internal settings like scale tunings, 
key transposition, decay, modulation and “Q” 
(general EQ). Internal settings are accessible via 
the mode/preset switch and confirmed via a two-
digit/character LED. The Pitch mode is preset 

Other companies have tried to create sitar 
effect pedals, but most of those devices made 
a guitar sound like it needed a fret job, or 
produced sustain akin to an overambitious 
cathedral reverb with a serious personality 
defect. The Electro-Harmonix Ravish Sitar 

goes far beyond the simple one-dimensional 
qualities of previous sitar effects, producing 
both the unique personality of a sitar’s main 
(or lead) strings as well as the psychedelic, 
dynamic droning timbres of its sympathetic 
strings. The Ravish Sitar pedal can sound a 
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This unique sitar-emulator 
effect uses ingenious 
processing to imitate the 
distinctive buzzy lead tones 
and droning sympathetic 
strings of an actual sitar.

A separate output for the 
sympathetic-string effect 
allows users to direct its 
signal to a separate amp 
or process the signal 
separately in a recording or 
live mix.

Expression-pedal jacks 
for drone and pitch bend 
effects allow users to fade 
in and freeze the sympa-
thetic-string drone or bend 
the lead tone from one 
semitone to a full octave. 

tHe Bottom line
Whether you want to sound 
like George Harrison and 
Ravi Shankar or would like 
to explore wildly unusual 
sounds, the Ravish Sitar is an 
exceptionally musical effect 
that transforms a guitar into 
a new instrument.

to one whole step, but it can be modified to 
produce everything from a subtle one-semitone 
bend to a dramatic full octave sweep.

PERFORMANCE Because the Ravish Sitar is 
unlike any other stomp box available, it might 
take you a while to become acquainted with all 
of the capabilities and functions it offers, but 
it’s time well spent that delivers many rewards. 
Electro-Harmonix ships the pedal with 10 
excellent, varied presets—from accurate sitar 
emulations to trippy special effects—that 
give users a great idea of what the pedal can 
do. Many users will be satisfied with these 
presets as is, but the real fun begins when you 
customize scales and settings to come up with 
your own aural insanity.

The sitar effects sound most authentic 
when the guitar’s dry signal is slightly louder 
than the processed lead and sympathetic 
levels. The lead and sympathetic timbre 
controls provide more or less of the sitar’s 
distinctive buzzy character. I found it better 
to use brighter timbre settings on the lead and 
darker timbre settings on the sympathetic 
strings to make the main melodic line more 
prominent. Boosting the sympathetic-strings’ 
level and timbre settings can make your 
guitar sound like a synthesizer or organ and 
even create alien dissonant textures—perfect 
for your next sci-fi soundtrack project or 
psychedelic intro to a prog-rock epic.

I highly recommend using an optional 
expression pedal to control the pitch bend 
feature. While it’s not difficult to simulate the 
deep, quick bends of a sitar player pressing 
strings on the instrument’s hollowed-out 
fingerboard, the pedal makes it easier to 
produce authentic sitar bends. It’s even more 
fun to use octave pitch bending to produce 
an effect that sounds like Tom Morello 
channeling George Harrison. 

For video of this review, go to 
GuitarWorld.com/Hol2011
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